Robbie Side

Bus driver, working companion and friend to the bus conductor Alfie.  He’s a salt of the earth attractive young man with a blue collar mentality.  He enjoys Alfie’s poetic nature and looks forward to spending their break times together.  He thinks that Alfie is a bit of a loner and should join he and his friends at the local pub.  Alfie want’s Robbie to play the romantic lead in his church play.

Alfie Byrne

Why do you say no to something you’ve never tried?

Robbie

There’s a lot of things that I never tried that I never intend to and play acting is one of them.  So you can stop trying to get me in tights and a wig and spouting poetry!  Your audience would be in stitches but no one would be laughing harder than me.  Alfie, didn’t you never get a look at me skinny legs when we was changing?

Alfie Byrne

No one would be laughing, including you, if you spoke the words of a great writer from the heart.  In the theater, it’s your heart we’re after.

Robbie

Well my heart is set on getting to a pub.  Come on, we’ll put on a clean shirt and call it a day.  Don’t look so crushed.  I’m not an actor.  I don’t know about your sort of stuff, art and all.  I’m an ordinary bloke.

Alfie Byrne

You’re not ordinary Robbie.

Robbie

You just say that ‘cause you like me. Come out with and me mates some evening, you’ll see how ordinary I am.

Alfie Byrne

All your scenes would be with Miss Rice. None with Mrs. Grace. Salome’s the key. Miss Rice will be splendid. She’s like a dove that has strayed.

Robbie

She acts innocent.

Alfie Byrne

She is innocent. She is a virgin. She has never defiled herself. She has never abandoned herself to men like other goddesses.

Robbie

Jesus, is that what you think?

Alfie Byrne

I do, I do.

Robbie

Then you’re more innocent than she.

Alfie Byrne

I thought you were interested in Miss Rice.

Robbie

Why would I be interested in Miss Rice?

Alfie Byrne

She’s young , she’s beautiful, she’s a girl.

Robbie

Well I’m not. There must be something wrong with me!

Alfie Byrne

Who are you interested in?

Robbie

That’s for me to know and you to find out.

Alfie Byrne

I meant.

Robbie

I know what you meant. Stop trying to fix me up with a bird neither of us knows the first thing about.  Come to think of it, I don’t know much more about you. We work together but who are you? What do you do at night? Where do you go? What fires burn in your loins, Mr. Byrne?

Alfie Byrne

St. Imelda’s my life. Putting on plays. Those are my friends.

Robbie

I’m talking about reality. Out there. It’s a real world, Dublin is. You’re coming with me tonight.

Alfie Byrne

My Sister will be waiting supper for me.

You’ve been taking tickets too long.

Alfie Byrne

She’ll take my head off.

Robbie

It’s time to open your eyes man.

