Ernie Lally Side (Also read for Rasher Flynn and Peter)
In an effort to be a “creative artist” Ernie cuts his fingers to create the blood the he uses on his papier-mâché recreation of the head of John the Baptist.  He is enthusiastic – but very sensitive about his work.
Ernie

Mr. Byrne. I’ve been reading the script as the prop master this time not the second Capodocian.  I don’t know which is more challenging.  I was tossin’ about the prop description written on 64.  This is only a sketch.  But you said “Art can’t go far enough” so I used the real stuff.  (Ernie reveals a papier-mâché head on a plate.)  I tried red paint at first but it wasn’t realistic.  Then I tried real blood but it was too realistic.  Don’t want to frighten the audience.  I think tomato ketchup ought to do the trick, if Miss Rice doesn’t mind the smell.  What do you think, Mr. Byrne?

Alfie

What is it, Mr. Lally?

Ernie

The head of John the Baptist.

Alfie

I thought it might be.

Ernie

If you aren’t content, I’ll tear the whole feckin’ thing to shreds.  A week and a half from now, this will be art!

